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DELIVERY FORMAT TIME TO COMPLETE CREDIT HOURS
100% Online 36+ Months 54

TIME COMMITMENT START DATES COST

10 to 20 Hours Weekly Fall, Spring, Summer The Master of Education in
Special Education delivers
exceptional value, offering
a strong return on
investment for
professionals ready to
advance their careers. This
program builds the
expertise needed to step
into top leadership roles
and unlock higher earning
potential in the field of
special education. Tuition
and fees for the program
total $15,706.50 for
Oklahoma residents
($523.55 per credit hour)
and $37,276.50 for non-
residents ($1,242.55 per
credit hour). Books and
additional materials are not
included.

LSS

ATAGLANGE

The Master’'s in Special Education online empowers professionals to become transformative
leaders in their field. This dynamic program equips students with the skills to drive meaningful,
lasting impact in schools, organizations, and communities.

Students can tailor their experience by choosing from three emphasis areas: Fundamentals of
Special Education, Secondary Transition, and Applied Behavior Analysis. Courses are available
in a hybrid or fully online format.

WHATGAN | DO WITH A SPEGIAL EDUCATION MASTER'S DEGREE

Earning an online Master of Education in Special Education from the University of Oklahoma
positions you for meaningful career advancement and leadership at every level of education.
This degree opens doors to high-impact roles, helping you accelerate your career in areas such
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as:

Special Education Teachers

Transition Specialists
Behavior Analysts
Administrators

Hospital and Facility Educators
State Agency Officers

INDUSTRY INSIGHTS

e Median Pay: $64,270

e Job Outlook: Employment for special education professionals is projected to remain steady
through 2033

e Job Openings: An average of 35,900 job openings for special education professionals are
expected each year

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

PROGRAM OUTCOMES: WHAT YOU'LLLEARN

OU’s online Master of Education in Special Education equips students with advanced expertise
to effectively support and advocate for individuals with disabilities. Through a rigorous,
practice-based curriculum, students gain the tools to lead with confidence and create inclusive,
impactful learning environments.

Graduates of the program will be able to:

e Analyze, synthesize, and report on current research in special education
e Conduct and interpret assessments to inform instruction and intervention
¢ Use assessment data to design targeted instructional and behavioral strategies

¢ Identify key features of single-case research designs and apply visual analysis to evaluate
intervention outcomes

e Collaborate with colleagues, families, and support personnel using evidence-based
problem-solving techniques to improve services and outcomes for individuals with
disabilities

TO APPLY: HTTPS://ONLINE.OU.EDU/ADMISSIONS/GRADUATE/
FOR MORE INFO: HTTPS://ONLINE.OU.EDU/PROGRAM/MED-IN-SPECIAL-EDUCATION/
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COURSEDETAILS

The Master of Education in Special Education provides a well-rounded foundation in key areas
of the field through coursework, field experiences, and independent study. This comprehensive
approach ensures students gain both theoretical knowledge and practical skills to support
diverse learners effectively.

Students pursuing the MEd who have not previously completed an introductory special
education course must complete EDSP 5413: Understanding and Accommodating Students
with Exceptionalities as part of their program requirements.

*Students will earn 33 credit hours across 12 courses, choosing a minimum of nine hours of
graduate courses in Special Education, plus a minimum of six hours of additional graduate
electives approved by their faculty advisor.

CHARACTERISTICS & METHODS IN TEACHING STUDENTS WITH EXCEPTIONALITIES

Credit Hours: 3

The course provides foundation to legislation, policies and procedures for educating children/youth with
exceptionalities. It focuses on primary recipients of special education services, procedures for providing
special education to children and youth with educationally related problems, understanding
responsibilities associated with the implementation of special education programs and services, and
emerging skills needed to ensure successful educational experiences for children/youth with
exceptionalities.

LEADERSHIP & ADVOCACY IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

Credit Hours: 3

This course will provide students with a history of special education litigation and legislation. Students will
gain a deep understanding of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act, the major
legislation governing the provision of special education services. Students learn about federal statutes
and regulations concerning assessment and evaluation procedures, due process and mediation,
discipline, and individual education plans (IEPs).

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES/RESEARCH

Credit Hours: 3
Examines critical issues influencing the field of special education and services for persons with disabilities.

ADVANCED ASSESSMENT

Credit Hours: 3

The focus will be on innovative approaches to assessment and education of students with mild to
moderate learning and/or behavior problems. Techniques, methods, and materials will be presented
within a career/ecological framework and will be research-based.
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CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TWO COURSES:

Individual Behavior Planning in the Classroom

Credit Hours: 3

This course will teach how to effectively manage challenging and severe behavior problems in the
classroom using proactive classroom strategies, effective instruction, and planned behavioral
interventions. This course examines applied behavior analysis (ABA) principles and techniques, including
observational analysis, data-based instruction, and social validity to increase students' social and task-
related behavior.

Philosophical Assumptions of Behavior Analysis

Credit Hours: 3

This course will provide fundamental knowledge and experiences for understanding Applied Behavior
Analysis principles and techniques, including the dimensions of behavior analysis, the assumptions of
science, and the philosophical foundations on which the science rests. Students learn the basis of
methodological and radical behaviorism, Skinner's view on human behavior, and the philosophy behind
the interventions making behavior analytics principles.

CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TWO COURSES:

Introduction to Research and Evaluation in Education

Credit Hours: 3

An introduction to major methods of scholarship and research in education. The main goal of the class is
to help students develop the knowledge and skills required for critical reading of research materials.

Single-Case Research Design

Credit Hours: 3

This course provides a critical analysis of single-case research methodologies. Emphasis is on developing
skills in asking and answering sound research questions and designing investigations to answer such
questions. The course also explores the development and implementation of single-case research
designs.

WHY CHOOSE OU ONLINE FOR AMASTER'S INSPECIAL EDUCATION

OU Online delivers high-quality, affordable undergraduate and graduate programs in a flexible,
fully online format—backed by the reputation of a top-tier public institution. The Master of
Education in Special Education is designed to prepare students for career advancement and
leadership by deepening their understanding of the complex challenges within special
education environments.

FACULTY EXPERTISE

The Master of Education in Special Education is built on the foundation of world-class University
of Oklahoma faculty, mixed with professors of practice providing valuable instruction. By linking
industry experts with our online programs, we offer the most advanced curriculum and prepare
students for future career success.

ROBUST STUDENT SUPPORT

OU Online offers robust student support services, including academic support, online tutoring,
mental health counseling, and an online career development center. The program
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accommodates the needs of working professionals, allowing you to expand your leadership
skills while maintaining full-time employment.

GLOBAL ALUMNI NETWORK

With more than 250,000 alumni across the world, becoming a Sooner means you'll have access
to a strong network of education professionals to accelerate your career. As a Sooner, you'll be
part of a powerful network of leaders working in the field across the world, helping you expand
your special education career.

COST& FINANCIALAID

Earning a master's degree in special education is a powerful investment in your future—and OU
Online is committed to making that investment accessible and transparent.

Tuition and fees for the program total $15,706.50 for Oklahoma residents ($523.55 per credit
hour) and $37,276.50 for non-residents ($1,242.55 per credit hour). Books and additional
materials are not included.

Financial aid, scholarships, and employer tuition assistance may be available to help reduce
your out-of-pocket expenses. OU’'s dedicated financial services team is here to support you
through every step of the funding process—so you can stay focused on your education and
career goails.

If you have questions about financial aid for your online program, contact the Online Aid office
atldnlineaid@ou.eduldr call 405-325-2929.

A nonrefundable deposit of $350 is required upon admission to secure your place in the
program. This deposit guarantees your spot in your first semester of courses and will be applied
toward your first semester’s tuition.

* Please be aware that tuition and fees may change, as determined by the Oklahoma State
Regents for Higher Education.

LEARN MORE ABOUT FINANCIAL AID: HTTPS://ONLINE.OU.EDU/COST-AND-
AID/GRADVUATE/

TAKE THENENT STEP

To apply to the online Master of Education in Special Education program, applicants must hold
a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution with a minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.00.
Students with a GPA between 2.75 and 2.99 may be conditionally admitted, and those with a
GPA below 3.00 must address the reasons for the lower GPA in their personal statement and
explain why these issues are no longer a concern. Applicants are also required to have
completed Calculus | and an Introduction to Programming.

To apply, submit an online application at https://gograd.ou.edu/apply/, a current resume,
official transcripts from all institutions, and a personal statement outlining your professional
accomplishments and career goals.
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For additional information or assistance in applying, applicants may contact the College of
Education Graduate Programs Support Office:

Phone: 405-325-4525
Email: jrcoe_gps@ou.edu

APPLICATION TIMELINE

The admissions committee operates under a rolling admissions process, and admissions may
continue until two weeks before the start of classes. The committee strives to respond to all
applicants within two weeks of receiving a completed application.

Application deadlines:

e February 1for Fall and Summer semester starts
e September 1 for Spring semester starts

A nonrefundable deposit of $350 is required upon admission to secure your place in the
program. This deposit guarantees your spot in your first semester of courses and will be applied
toward your first semester's tuition.

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3

Contact an Enroliment Coach Complete the online Provide supplemental
to discuss your quadlifications application at materials, including a resume,

and interest in the program. https://gograd.ou.edu/apply/ a personal statement, and
transcripts from all institutions
attended.

TO APPLY: HTTPS://GOGRAD.OU.EDU/APPLY/
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